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Contact Details

Need help?  Call the 
Parkinson’s UK confidential 
helpline for free on 
0808 800 0303
Opening times: Monday-Friday: 
9am-7pm, Saturday: 10am-2pm 
(Closed Sundays / Bank Holidays)

“Our trained advisers, can 
provide information and 
advice about all aspects of 
Parkinson's, such as:
*medical issues, including 
symptoms and treatments
*employment and benefits
*health and social care
*emotional support.”

AWARD WINNING PROJECT RECOGNISED TWICE
by Phil Beckett

Our Innovative project 

to help people recall 

and record their 

memories can now 

legitimately be 

referred to as “Award 

Winning”.  The project 

has been recognised at 

both a local and 

National level. We were 

delighted when we heard the news that the project had been 

shortlisted for two different awards. Phoenix 96.7FM, our local 

community radio station came to us with a proposal to help 

people who might experience forgetfulness or mild dementia. 

The idea is to allow people to record in their own voice their 

stories, their experiences, anecdotes from their past, their 

memories and their lives. By doing that, they can listen again and 

again whenever they wish, share the recordings with families or 

friends and keep a neat record.

There were over 350 entries for the National Awards and our 

project, “A Present from the Past” won silver in the Community 

Development Project of the Year category. Manager of the radio 

station, Howard Priestley said “It is wonderful that we are able to 

work together with our local branch of Parkinson’s UK on this 

innovative project. Everyone involved has enjoyed taking part.” 

The organisers of the National Awards described Phoenix as a 

leading light in community broadcasting.

Locally, the Charity Awards 2017, organised by the Calderdale 

Community Foundation shortlisted us under the category Best 

Use of Technology. Judges were looking for innovative and 

effective use of technology. We were narrowly pipped at the post, 

but in the first year we have entered a project, we were so proud 

and pleased to have been recognised in this way.

If you want to take part in the continuing project, it’s not too late. 

And if you have started and want to continue, let’s discuss how 

we can help to bring your work so far to fruition. Those that have 

finished their recordings have been pleased with the results.

Want more details?  Contact Philip Beckett, 01484 713035 or 
07748 121444 or philip.beckettt@zen.co.uk

mailto:philip.beckettt@zen.co.uk


Meeting Branch Members…
We are Colin & Sue Crawshaw.  

We married young in 1968 and soon had two children, Chris is 48 and Lisa is 46.  
We also have four grandchildren and a great-grandson, they all live in the Halifax                      

area.  We are a close family and know that they, as well as our extended family and 
friends, will help support us when we need it.

Colin has always been very fit.  He started a plumbing and heating business in 1971 employing several 
men with me running the office.  Our son and his wife gradually took over the business a few years ago.  
Colin was also a B.S.A.C. Diving Instructor.  He is still very busy working in the house and garden. He has 
never been good at sitting around.
In 1991 I became treasurer of a small Christian charity based in Shipley doing relief work in Romania.  
Colin and I soon started going on the working trips. We would fill a van with six people, plumbing 
materials and tools, drive across Europe, work for two weeks on various projects and drive back home.  
Very hard work but wonderful.  As Colin was used to organising our plumbers he was great at getting 
people who had never done manual work in their lives dig drains!  We went on many trips and still work 
for the charity, we fly over to visit most years.
Although the working trips have finished the charity still supports some of the projects we founded. The 
main ones are a Day Care Centre for disabled youngsters, Home Care Nurses for the elderly and a small 
children’s home.  We have the support of two charity shops which fund much of our work.
Colin and I have always enjoyed travelling and intend to continue for as long as Colin’s condition allows.  
We have just been to Moscow and St Petersburg and are planning a trip to Tanzania in November to see 
some Missionary friends who have just set up a small children’s home. We are hoping to do some work 
there as well as playing with the kids.
Colin was diagnosed with Parkinson’s in April 2015.  The diagnosis came almost as a relief as his health 
was causing us concern.  Our doctor had done every blood test and when they came back normal she 
sent him to see a Neurologist who very quickly told us he had Parkinson’s.
As I am a member of Elim Church Halifax, it seemed obvious when Gordon left that Colin and I would 
take over as ‘chair and table movers’, for the Halifax monthly meetings.  We are enjoying working and 
making friends there as well as getting the support we both need.

Dates For Your Diary

December 2nd

Christmas Lunch 
1 – 5pm
Singer 
Julie Diamond

January  13th

Singer

Julie Dee

All issues of the Newsletter can be 
viewed online at,
www. parkinsonshalifax.org.uk

Anniversary and Afternoon Tea

Past Chair presents New Chair 

with flowers at the 
Anniversary Meeting on 
Saturday 13th October.  

Members enjoyed
afternoon tea,
after listening to
and singing with
Giselle Herbert.

Picture shows, from left Hilary Jamieson 
receiving flowers from Sylvia Maudsley.

The very funny ERIC HUNTER presents…

Cricket Women and Parkinson’s
Lunch and a talk at Elland Cricket Club, 

Hullen Rd, Elland HX5 0QY 
£12.50 per head, for two courses & tea/coffee, 

on Friday 24th November, at 12.30 for 1pm.
You don't need to know anything about cricket to enjoy it.   In aid of 
Parkinson’s UK.  Please contact Eric on 01422 375066.

http://www.parkinsonshalifax.org.uk/

